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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 

TAGS: PREF, PROP, PINS, GC, GE, BZ , OVIP 
SUBJECT: GDR MEDIA TREATMENT OF PRESIDENT'S JUNE 12 BERLIN 
VISIT 

1. (U) SUMMARY: FOLLOWING PRESIDENT REAGAN'S JUNE 12 VISIT TO 
BERLIN, A GDR STILL SMARTING FROM EMBARRASSMENT OVER EAST BERLIN'S 
WELL-PUBLICIZED WEEKEND VIOLENCE UNCORKED SOME VINTAGE COLD-WAR 
VITRIOL IN ITS OWN MEDIA PORTRAYAL OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT AND 
ACCOMPANYING STREET VIOLENCE IN WEST BERLIN. REPORTING OF THESE 
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EVENTS TOOK UP MORE THAN HALF OF THE NORMAL 30 -MINUTE TELEVISION 
EVENING NEWS PROGRAM JUNE 12, AND MOST OF PAGE TWO OF SED PARTY 
DAILY NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) ON JUNE 13. END SUMMARY 
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2. (U) COVERAGE OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT ITSELF CONSISTED OF TWO ARTI 
CLES, 

ONE BY THE EAST GERMAN NEWS AGENCY ADN AND ONE BY TASS , WHICH ND 
RAN APPROPRIATELY ENOUGH IN A SPACE NORMALLY RESERVED FOR AUTH- 
ORATATIVE EDITORIALS. THE CONTENT OF THE TWO ARTICLES WAS INDEED 
MAINLY EDITORIAL, AND THEY PARALLELED ONE ANOTHER CLOSELY IN 
LANGUAGE AND STRUCTURE, SUGGESTING CLOSE COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE 
TWO NEWS SERVICES. BOTH ARTICLES WERE ALSO READ ALMOST VERBATIM IN 
THE TV NEWS PROGRAM. 

3. (U) ADN BEGAN BY REMARKING THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN WELCOMED 
WITH MILITARY CEREMONIES AT TEMPLEHOF AIRPORT FROM WHICH THE PUBLIC 
WAS EXCLUDED, COMMENTING THAT "THE POPULAR CELEBRATION (VOLKSFEST) 
OF THE CITY'S 750 YEARS OF EXISTENCE WHICH HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED CAME 
TO NOTHING." ADN WENT ON TO REMARK THAT THE "CLEARLY PROVOCATIVE 
CHARACTER" OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT WAS EVIDENT IN HIS MEETINGS IN 
BERLIN WITH FRG PRESIDENT VON WEIZSAECKER, CHANCELLOR KOHL, AND 
BUNDESTAG PRESIDENT JENNINGER, WHICH IT CALLED "A GROSS VIOLATION 
OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT (QA) ON BERLIN (WEST) . 

4 (U) MOVING TO THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE, 
ADN DESCRIBED IT AS BEING HELD BEHIND MASSES OF BARBED WIRE TO A 
HAND-PICKED PUBLIC OF WHOM HALF BELONGED TO THE "OCCUPATION FORCES 
STATIONED IN WEST BERLIN." "REAGAN COULD NOT MOVE AS FREELY AS 
GORBACHEV IN HIS VISIT TO THE 750TH ANNIVERSARY OF BERLIN," ADN 
ADDED. THE PRESIDENT ALLEGEDLY "COULD NOT HIDE HIS REGRET AT THE 
PREPONDERANCE OF EUROPE, WHICH IS SOCIALIST, WANTS NO PART OF 
WESTERN FREEDOM, WHICH IS EXPRESSED PARTICULARLY IN THE LARGE ARMY 
OF THE UNEMPLOYED." THE PRESIDENT'S "PROVACATIVE AND MILITANT SPEECH, 
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ACCORDING TO ADN, HAD CALLED FOR CHANGING THE STATE BORDERS IN 
EUROPE AND DESTROYING THE "BORDER SECURITY INSTALLATIONS" OF THE 
GDR. THESE, HOWEVER, WOULD NOT BECOME MORE PERMEABLE, LET ALONG 
DISAPPEAR, BECAUSE OF HIS SPEECH. THE GDR NEWS SERVICE SUMMED UP 
BY CLAIMING THAT THE PRESIDENT'S DEFENSE OF MILITARY STRENGTH AND 
"STAR WARS" DEVELOPMENT, AS WELL AS HIS "ATTACKS ON THE EAST," 
MADE HIS WORDS ABOUT ARMS CONTROL SEEM HOLLOW, AND THAT HIS WHOLE 
PERFORMANCE WAS AIMED AT "SHOW EFFECTS." 

5. (U) THE TASS ARTICLE MADE I DENT I AL CLAIMS ABOUT ALLEGED VIOLATION 
OF THE QA, THE PRESIDENT'S ALLEGED ATTACKS ON THE POST-WAR BORDERS IN 
EUROPE, AND A PURPORTED INCONSISTENCY IN HIS REMARKS ABOUT COMBINING 
ARMS CONTROL WITH CONTINUED MILITARY STRENGTH. IT ADDED THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD TRIED TO FRIGHTEN WEST BERLINERS WITH SLOGANS ABOUT 



UNCLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 



C17248399 flWPfSSSlFTFD 

SOVIET EXPANSION , IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY NATO'S STPATEGYOF DETERRENCE. 

6. (U) BRIEF REMARKS IN THE ADN AND TASS ARTICLES ABOUT POLICE MEASURES 
IN WEST BERLIN WERE AMPLIFIED BY A LONGER REPORT, WITH HAF A DOZEN 
PICTURES, ON THE STREET VIOLENCE THERE. THE EXTENDED TITLE OF THE 
REPORT GIVES A FAIR SUMMARY OF ITS CONTENTS; "WHAT WAS GOING ON 
BEFORE DURING AND THE REAGAN VISIT: BRUTAL POLICE ACTION IN BERLIN 
(WEST) CAUSED MASS INJURIES/ON FRIDAY, TOO, HEAVILY ARMED POLICE 
STRUCK OUT AT YOUNG DEMONSTRATORS /EVEN WOMEN WITH SMALL CHILDREN 
MISTREATED/CONDITIONS RESEMBLING CIVIL WAR IN WHOLE SECTIONS OF 
THE CITY/HARRASSMENT BY BODY SEARCHES /ARRESTED PERSONS PULLED INTO 
CARS AND BEATEN." THE REPORT CLAIMED THAT 96 PARTICIPANTS IN PEACEFUL 
PROTEST DEMONSTRATIONS WERE ARRESTED AND HUNDREDS INJURED BY THE 
"RABID" ATTACKS OF POLICE, WHO HERDED PEOPLE TOGETHER AND ATTACKED 
THEM INDISCRIMINATELY. "JOURNALISTS AND NEWS PHOTOGRAPHERS WERE HELD 
OFF BY FORCE," THE ARTICLE CLAIMED. DESPITE THIS ASSERTION, VIDEO 
TAPES ON THE GDR EVENING NEWS SHOWED EXTENSIVE SCENES OF POLICE 
CHARGES, TEAR GAS GRENADES, BLOOD IN THE STREETS, AND AMBULANCE 
CREWS CARRYING OFF THE INJURED. SEVERAL DEMONSTRATORS WERE INTERVIEWS 
D. 
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7. (U) INTERESTINGLY, THE TV VIEWER COULD RECOGNIZE THE SAME VOICES 
AND FACES IN DIFFERENT VIDEO SEGMENTS, AND THERE WAS A NOTICEABLE 
REDUNDANCY IN THE REPORTERS' COMMENTARY, SUGGESTING THAT GDR TV 
EDITORS HAD STRUNG TOGETHER SEVERAL CLIPS OF MAY HAVE BEEN THE 
SAME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHED FROM DIFFERENT VANTAGE POINTS. 

8. (C) COMMENT: WHILE THE GDR IS NEVER RELUCTANT TO DRAMATIZE 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE WEST, THE CHARACTER AND TONE OF THE 
COVERAGE GIVEN THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT BETRAY DELIBERATE VINDICTIVENESS 
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NOT ONLY IS THE EAST GERMAN REGIME STILL SMARTING FROM WESTERN 
PRESS COVERAGE OF EMBARRASSING CLASHES IN EAST BERLIN'S STREETS 
LAST WEEKEND, IT ALSO RESENTS THE PRESIDENT'S APPEARING RIGHT AT 
THE WALL AND THEREBY FOCUSING THE WORLD'S ATTENTION ON THE GDR' S 
GREATEST NATIONAL EMBARRASSMENT, WITH HIS PRESENCE AS WELL AS 
HIS WORDS. THAT THE SOVIETS CHOSE SO OBVIOUSLY TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE 
WITH THE GDR IN THEIR VERBAL COUNTERATTACK SUGGESTS THAT MOSCOW, TOO, 
HAS APPREHENSIONS ABOUT GORBACHEV'S DECLARED POLICY OF "OPENESS" 
BEING MISINTERPRETED BY GERMANS AS IMPLYING EVENTUAL OPENNING OF THE 
BERLIN WALL. HERE, AT LEAST, GORBACHEV AND HONECKER ARE ON COMMON 
GROUND: THIS IS NOT TO HAPPEN. END COMMENT. 

9. (U) MOSCOW MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. MEEHAN 
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